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Foreword by the Secretary-General

It filled us with joy and happiness when in 2015, His Holiness Ogyen Trinley Dorje the 17th Gyalwang 
Karmapa was able to make a second, very successful visit to Europe. At the close of the Karmapa’s initial 
visit to Berlin in 2014 Ringu Tulku Rinpoche extended an invitation to His Holiness to visit Europe each year. 
This positive response from the Karmapa cannot but be highly auspicious now and for the future. 

We are pleased and proud that 2015, in a way, saw the start of KFE Publications. His Holiness’ book 
‘Nurturing Compassion’ was published, containing all the teachings he gave in Germany in 2014 on the 
occasion of his first visit to Europe. The book is currently available in 10 European languages with more 
translations under way.

The printed English version of Nurturing Compassion is available to purchase worldwide via online 
bookstores. Making it available as an e-book through the KFE Website is in keeping with the Foundation’s 
policy for book distribution. We have also taken great care to ensure appropriate copyright protection on 
behalf of His Holiness. 

At an audience granted to the KFE Members in Bonn on 27th August 2015, His Holiness Karmapa 
re-emphasised a request he had made to the Foundation in 2014, that we support his initiatives to assist 
Buddhist nuns throughout the Himalayan region. His Holiness asked the Foundation to financially support 
the Ordination Ceremony of nuns next year during the Third Arya Kshema Gathering. Support from Europe 
for the process of full ordination of nuns will be an important symbolic gesture, enhancing even further the 
already substantial significance of this special event.

The 2015 KFE Annual Report highlights these and a number of other activities that took place over the year. 

We express our deep and heartfelt gratitude to all those who so kindly helped and supported us throughout 
the year.

It is His Holiness Karmapa’s wish to be able to visit new European countries in the coming years. Let us 
work together towards this goal, to fulfil His wish and make it a reality for 2016 and beyond.

Pierfranco Alloa

Secretary-General - Karmapa Foundation Europe
office@karmapafoundation.eu 
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About the KFE

The Karmapa Foundation Europe (KFE) is an international private foundation with headquarters in Brussels. 
It was established in 2010 by Venerable Ringu Tulku Rinpoche, Official Representative in Europe for His 
Holiness the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa (HHK) Ogyen Trinley Dorje, the Supreme Authority of the Karma 
Kagyu Order of Tibetan Buddhism.

The aim of the Foundation is to provide support for HHK and his activity at European level and with a 
European perspective. The activities of KFE vary, from supporting HHK’s visits to Europe, enabling his 
spiritual teachings to be more widely known in Europe, and sponsoring projects of various kinds. The 
detailed objectives of KFE are listed in Annex I.

The KFE is administered by a Board consisting of eight members, appointed by His Holiness. 

The Brussels KFE Office handles the day-to-day business of the Foundation.

The Foundation is based exclusively on the work of a dedicated group of volunteers. It goes without saying 
that being volunteer-based, the competence and availability of volunteers inevitably condition the impact, 
quality and success of KFE’s activities, as well as the scope of those activities.

Currently the KFE is exploring the possibility of transforming its private legal status into that of a Foundation 
of public utility in order to better pursue its objectives. 
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Activities

Second Visit to Europe by His Holiness Karmapa
His Holiness the 17th Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje, made a three week visit to Germany from mid August 
to early September 2015 at the invitation of the organisers, namely, the Kamalashila Institute and the 
Karma Kagyu Community in Germany. 

The visit was supported by KFE in a number of ways.

During the visit the Karmapa taught for four days in Bonn at the Maritim Hotel; addressing about 2000 
people from all over Europe as well as America, Asia and Australia. 

The Karmapa also visited other Dharma Centres including Kamalashila, Halscheid, Karma Tengye Ling and 
Bodhicharya Berlin. Alongside other activities he also met with some people from German and neighbouring 
Tibetan communities and visited a refugee camp.

His Holiness primarily gave teachings and guidance on how to practise Dharma in every day life focusing 
on how to be a better human being, a person who is helpful and beneficial to society. 

The teachings were webcast and seen by many thousands of people across the world: the daily reports, 
photos and teachings broadcast online reached over 100,000 people. 

The Karmapa Foundation Europe, and a number of representatives from European countries, as well 
as the KFE social media, made a considerable contribution towards the timely provision of relevant and 
useful information. A number of KFE representatives provided comprehensive translation into a number 
of European languages throughout the teachings. 

On the occasion of this second European visit by His Holiness, the Karmapa Foundation Europe produced 
and distributed 500 copies in English of His Holiness’ book ‘Nurturing Compassion’. It contains all of the 
teachings given by him in Europe in 2014.

In Bonn on the 27th August, His Holiness Gyalwang Karmapa granted a special Audience to the KFE Board 
Members, Representatives and Office Staff . He gave a number of guidelines for the group and each 
member received a personally signed copy of Nurturing Compassion.

His Holiness repeatedly expressed the wish to visit Europe every year, and to see all of Europe in due course.Ac
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KFE Publications

In January 2015, His Holiness confirmed that ‘KFE Publications’ would be a suitable name to use for the 
publishing activities of the Foundation. 

The purpose of KFE Publications (including e-publications) is to enable the message of wisdom, love and 
compassion of the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje to be known as widely as possible in as 
many European languages and be made easily accessible to readers within and beyond European borders.

The French edition of ‘Karmapa, 900 Years’ was financed by KFE, and was the first of our publications. 
Following on from that, on the occasion of the first visit to Europe by His Holiness Karmapa in 2014, 
the Foundation produced a Commemorative Brochure translated into 15 European languages to mark 
the event. However, it was the year 2015 that saw KFE Publications produce its first book, ‘Nurturing 
Compassion’ by His Holiness 17th Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje.  

Nurturing Compassion is the transcript of the teachings His Holiness gave during his first visit to Europe in 
2014, translated into English from the original Tibetan recordings by Ringu Tulku Rinpoche and Ani Damchö 
Diana Finnegan, it was also edited by Ani Damchö with the assistance of Annie Dibble. Paul O’Connor took 
care of the design and layout. With the dedicated support of many KFE Representatives, the Foundation 
has so far created 10 editions of the book in as many European languages, a few more translations are 
still underway.

We have ensured to the best of our ability that KFE Publications is properly established and 
managed accordingly.

In June 2015 the Foundation procured fifty ISBN numbers for KFE Publications via AFNIL (Agence 
Francophone pour la Numérotation Internationale du Livre) based in Paris.

Four main types of publication for Nurturing Compassion were identified by the Foundation, and we 
envisage these forming the basis for any future publications.
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1. ‘Nurturing Compassion’ as a KFE e-book (pdf) in international languages.

This mode of publication seems to be particularly important because all potential translations of Nurturing 
Compassion in international languages can be e-published and downloaded as a pdf file free of charge, 
directly from the KFE Website.

As of 31st December 2015 we have versions in the following languages: English, Spanish, Russian, French, 
Polish, Greek, Swedish, Danish, Finnish, Slovenian. 

As of 31st December 2015 the KFE Nurturing Compassion e-books have been downloaded this many times:

Website downloads as of 31st December 2015

English = 973 downloads Greek = 47 downloads

Spanish = 448 downloads Swedish = 38 downloads

French = 189 downloads Polish = 25 downloads

Danish = 126 downloads Finnish = 27 downloads

Slovenian = 68 downloads Russian = 9 downloads

Dharma Centres spiritually connected with HH Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje, or single individuals – if 
necessary with the help of the KFE Representative in their specific countries or the KFE Office in Brussels - 
may take on a pro-active role in promoting public interest for these e-publications of ‘Nurturing Compassion’ 
in the various European countries.

KFE e-books can be easily printed and distributed by whoever so wishes, Dharma Centres or single 
individuals, providing they act in compliance with the copyright provisions established in the Statement on 
Copyright concerning the KFE e-books published on the KFE Website.
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2. International printed edition of ‘Nurturing Compassion’. 

English is recognised internationally as a universal language 
and therefore has a special role in the primary publication of 
Nurturing Compassion.

KFE Publications researched in depth into possible distributors for 
the book Nurturing Compassion and future publications as it was 
important to find a company who would both print on demand and 
distribute internationally. We elected to go with the Ingram Content 
Group, one of the worlds largest book distributors who print on 
demand and distribute under the trade name IngramSpark, and we 
have contracted to work with them for this current publication. The 
English version is now available through online stores like Amazon 
and the Book Depository, and can be ordered through most High 
Street bookshops.

Above all this option takes care of the administrative distribution 
workload and does away with any need for finance prior to publication.  
Printing on demand also makes sense environmentally and means 
we do not have to find storage space for unsold books. IngramSpark 
books are printed as close as possible to the buyer’s location. His 
Holiness Karmapa maintains the copyright over the publication. 

Dharma Centres or bookshops can buy in bulk at a wholesale price by ordering through their normal book 
supplier using the ISBN N° 9782930871004 as a reference. 

3. Printed editions of Nurturing Compassion in other European 
languages via private publishers.

In 2015 the KFE Office signed a contract with Claire Lumière in France for the publication of a French 
translation entitled ‘Cultiver la Compassion’. 

4. Ordinary commercial e-books 

1. Nurturing Compassion e-book in English

This e-book is already available worldwide from IngramSpark (in Kindle, e-pub, Apple ibooks and other 
formats), through all good online stores (ISBN N° 9782930871011).

2. Nurturing Compassion e-book in Slovenian

The e-book in Slovenian should soon be available via an e-books distributor in Slovenia. 
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KFE Nuns’ Programme
In both His audiences with the KFE Members (29th May 2014 and 27th August 2015), His Holiness Karmapa 
made the specific request that the Foundation support education and healthcare initiatives for nuns 
throughout the Himalayan region. 

His Holiness Karmapa accords an important priority to the role of nuns, in wishing to ensure their full 
equality with monks in the Tibetan Buddhist tradition. It is important that nuns be progressively empowered 
with full confidence in their abilities and potential.

To this end His Holiness made an historic announcement at the Second Arya Kshema Gathering in January 
2015, expressing his intention to take concrete steps towards restoring full nuns’ vows in the Tibetan 
Buddhist tradition. Following this, at our meeting in Bonn His Holiness asked the Foundation to assist with 
the ceremony of ordination. It was hoped the nuns’ ordination would take place at the Third Arya Gathering 
early in 2016 and that this could be the starting point of the KFE Nuns’ Programme. Nuns from China (in the 
Dharmagupta tradition) would be invited to give the full ordination.

However at the time of the writing this report there are details still to be clarified and it is uncertain if they 
will be resolved in time for the ceremony to take place in 2016. 

Furthermore, as decided by His Holiness, three nunneries will also be special focus of attention for KFE 
assistance in the initial phase of the Programme: Tilokpur Nunnery in India, Karma Drubdey Nunnery in 
Bhutan and Thrangu Tara Abbey in Nepal.

Components of possible KFE support have already been identified more particularly for the first two of 
these nunneries, on the occasion of ad-hoc KFE visits in 2014 and 2015. 

We hope that 2016 will firmly carry with it a positive wind of operability, in compliance with the wishes of 
His Holiness, for the good implementation of this highly significant Programme.

KFE as an extension in Europe of Tsurphu Labrang

The Directory of European Dharma Centres affiliated with His Holiness Karmapa

In 2015 the KFE Office conducted a significant exercise updating this Directory which is available on the KFE 
Website. This was done in two steps:

1. The KFE Office requested that representatives for the various European countries review the 
contact details of Dharma Centres country by country, and provide the correct information, in 
particular updated email addresses, and that they advise us if any centres should be removed from 
the database.

2. Following these initial adjustments based on the feedback received from the KFE Representatives, 
Dharma Centres themselves may now update their details on the KFE Public Website directly. 
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Protecting HH Karmapa’s legal interests in Europe

Copyright Clauses 

In consultation and agreement with the legal cell of HH’s Labrang, decisions have been taken about 
copyright matters for the main channels of publication of “Nurturing Compassion” so as to assert the 
ownership of text on the part of HH Gyalwang Karmapa and provide practical details in case of income 
generated in the sales of the book.

One example of KFE copyright clause concerning KFE e-books:

Statement on copyright

All European copyright issues of His Holiness the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje are 
managed by the Karmapa Foundation Europe, in the name and on behalf of His Holiness.

The purpose of all KFE publications and e-publications is to enable the message of wisdom, love and 
compassion of the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje to be known as widely as possible and 
accessible to readers in Europe and outside Europe.

‘KFE e-books’ in English and other European languages shall be available for downloading -free of charge- 
from the KFE Website: www.karmapafoundation.eu

The ‘KFE e-books’ may be printed as normal books and distributed freely in case of personal use, free 
distribution or sale of the book at a price not exceeding the printing costs.

Where, however, the sale generates a net surplus, the following rules shall apply -in regard to the use of the 
net surplus- to the organization or individual having taken the responsibility of printing and distributing 
the book, hereinafter simply referred to as “the Distributor”:

1. use of the surplus for a Dharma-related purpose

The Distributor has the obligation in this case to contact the Office of the Karmapa Foundation by 
means of an e-mail message, at: office@karmapafoundation.eu 

informing the Foundation of the financial surplus, the number of copies sold as well as other 
relevant information. The Dharma-related purpose to which the funds will be channelled must 
be clearly indicated.

2. transfer of the surplus to the KFE Office (as depositary of copyright revenue for HHGK)

The Distributor shall transfer to the KFE Office in Brussels the complete amount of the surplus, 
using the bank details mentioned in the KFE Website, under Donations.

The Distributor shall indicate in the justification of the financial operation:

[copyright “Nurturing Compassion”, name of the Distributor, net surplus from the sale of...(N° 
copies)] 

In parallel the Distributor shall notify the KFE Office in Brussels by normal e-mail at the address: 
office@karmapafoundation.eu

The same Office may be contacted should further clarification be needed.

In the event of copyright infringement, the Karmapa Foundation Europe hereby asserts the right to take 
such legal action as it may deem necessary through the appropriate tribunals, in Europe or outside Europe. 
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KFE Website and KFE Social Media

During 2015 the KFE Website and the KFE Social Media (Facebook, YouTube Channel, Twitter and Google+) 
have been shown to be the most popular and successful platform for the matters relating to Karmapa in 
Europe and for spreading His Holiness’ teachings.

A few figures illustrate this situation:

 • Over a period of 30 days, at the time of the second visit to Europe by HHK, the KFE Website was 
visited 6,682 times and the Facebook reach (how many people see our posts) went from a weekly 
total of 4,000 to 101,457. 

 • The KFE YouTube Channel teachings of HHK were viewed 6,487 times.

 • Furthermore, a growing number of people follow with interest both KFE Goople+ and Twitter, 
started in September 2015.

Given the web presence of KFE during 2015 outlined above, KFE decided to upgrade and improve the 
official website to increase its effectiveness. While the public interface appears almost unchanged, the 
administration area has been completely rebuilt and is now more user friendly, for both web administration 
and public use. The new features include:

A new banner on the homepage; a new admin section to deal with future visits of His Holiness to Europe; a 
publications section to include current and future KFE publications; a future projects section; an upgraded 
listing of European Centres and a mailchimp email facility.

The list of Dharma Centres spiritually connected with His Holiness Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje is divided 
into country groups. Each subscriber manages their own contact details. This also means that the KFE can 
either send out an email communication to all 210 affiliated European Dharma Centres and Organisations 
at once or just to individual country groups.

The new functionalities introduced also allow us to easily send out email news to the many people who 
have expressed the wish to be kept informed each time a main KFE news post is added to the website 

The site is ready to be translated into other languages. From a survey done in 2015 with the KFE Represen-
tatives, several Representatives expressed an interest to translate the website into their own languages.Ac
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Organisational aspects

KFE Board and KFE Office
The list of Members of KFE Board can be found in Annex II.

The KFE Board Meetings took place in Brussels on 19th April and 7th December 2015. Additionally, 
throughout the year, Board Members have been kept informed by the Brussels KFE Office regarding 
activities and progress in matters likely to be of relevance to the Board. All decisions taken were agreed 
by consensus. 

Furthermore, individual Board Members assumed personal responsibility for handling specific files, in 
particular: the KFE Nuns’ Programme, help at the time of His Holiness’s 2015 visit to Europe, translations 
of HHK’s book ‘Nurturing Compassion’, dealing with legal matters, liaising with KFE Representatives, etc.

The KFE Office provided the operational management of the Foundation, relying on a number of volunteers.

KFE acknowledges the competencies and wonderful commitment and contribution of its dedicated 
volunteers in Brussels and elsewhere. In particular: Paul O’ Connor, Carles Blas, Dennis Barbion, Emeric 
Thuret and Tanja, Stéphane Bertha and the Art-Consult team, Minna Stenroos , Giulio Groppi, Peter Burnett, 
Francois Henrard, Rachel Moffitt, Naomi Levine, the Lohninger family, Mr Oriola and his staff, Anita Pilot, 
Celia Gradin, Ani Damchö.

KFE Representatives
In March 2014 The KFE Chairman Ringu Tulku Rinpoche appointed individual KFE Representatives for about 
20 European countries. The Representatives played very important information sharing and translating 
roles in conjunction with the 2015 Visit to Europe by His Holiness.

The Foundation is grateful to the KFE Representatives for the amazing translation work of ‘Nurturing 
Compassion’. This undertaking will undoubtedly benefit many people.

A list of KFE Representatives is to be found for reference in Annex III.

 

O
rg

an
is

at
io

na
l a

sp
ec

ts

11



Financial aspects

The Karmapa Foundation Europe is very grateful for the generous donations received, from His Holiness 
the 17th Karmapa in person as well as from many kind sponsors in Europe, America and Asia. 

As far as the financial situation is concerned, the Foundation’s funds at the end of 2015 totalled 206,186.83€. 

The major expenditure incurred in 2015 was for printing the English edition of HHK’s book ‘Nurturing 
Compassion’ as well as the related shipment costs to the venue of His Holiness’ teaching in Germany; 
some necessary legal expenses; one IT investment to upgrade the KFE website, as well as monthly rental 
payments for the small KFE office (€300 per month).
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Annexes

Annex I: KFE Objectives
The aim of the Foundation is to provide support for the activities of the Supreme Authority of the Karma 
Kagyu Order and his successors. During the lifetime of His Holiness the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa Ogyen 
Trinley Dorje and that of his successors, as from their enthronement, the objectives of the Foundation shall 
be as follows:

 • To alleviate suffering in all its forms and to that end to provide both direct and indirect charitable 
assistance to those in need or to persons afflicted by hardship physical or mental. The Foundation 
may engage in any activity for the purpose of alleviating or preventing suffering and of encouraging 
the use of and providing the ways and means whereby to attain freedom from such suffering and 
more generally for the purpose of bringing about lasting peace and prosperity for all beings.

 • To promote education in the sciences of mind and the philosophy of life, to organise and/or 
sponsor seminars and other educational programmes, in particular:

 • programmes for the purpose of cultivating knowledge of and wisdom of the mind and the study of 
the philosophy and in particular the ethics of life, with special reference to those which have been 
developed in Tibet, especially in the writings and teachings of the Karmapas since the 12th century;

 • programmes of comparative research into the sciences of mind in relation to contemporary science 
and philosophies and other philosophical, cultural, spiritual and religious traditions with a view 
to assisting and promoting all forms of cooperation with such traditions, wherever they are to be 
found, and to contributing towards the improvement of the condition of mankind and the peace and 
prosperity of individuals, groups, cultures, nations and of the whole world;

 • programmes in which the 17th Gyalwang Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje is involved including the 
sponsorship of his teaching and lecture tours, seminars, symposia and other activities falling within 
the aims of this Foundation.

 • To protect the environment and to that end to support initiatives for environmental protection, 
including the promotion of a balanced approach to the use of resources in relation to the limits of the 
planet, and to promote the development of awareness of how to treat the environment and to help 
restore environmental equilibrium, on the basis of knowledge both past, present and still to come.

 • To preserve the specific cultural and artistic tradition of Tibet, so as to provide a stable basis 
to enable the Tibetans to make their special contribution to the world and at the same time to help 
other cultural and artistic traditions which reflect the vision embodied in the aims of this Foundation.

 • To sponsor and organise educational and cultural activities in the sphere of the science of 
mind, both traditional and contemporary, and that of other related disciplines which share the 
vision embodied in Foundation Statutes, namely:

 • Sponsoring institutions such as universities, shedra (monastic colleges) and other teaching 
establishments with or without legal personality;

 • Helping translators and in general promoting translation from the Tibetan, Sanskrit and other 
languages for the benefit of those unable to read these texts in their original language; and

 • Assisting cultural institutions, both lay and religious, with or without legal personality, which 
help communities and/or individuals who share the vision embodied in the Foundation Statutes;

 • To publish in traditional and contemporary media, in particular [by] creating, publishing and 
disseminating teaching materials and other instruments connected with the aims of this Foundation, 
whether in writing, graphic or any other medium, including the recording, transcription, translation 
or adaptation, in any form whatsoever, of lectures, teachings, seminars, etc. which are consistent 
with the aims of this Foundation, in particular those financed and/or organised by the Foundation. 
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Annex II: Members of KFE Board
Ringu Tulku Rinpoche  

(and in alphabetical order:)

François Jacquemart 

Horst-Günter Rauprich    

Inès Wouters 

Pierfranco Alloa       

Rager Ossel

Rudiger Findeisen

Tomasz Szczygielski  

Annex III: List of KFE Representatives Country by Country
Austria:   Sylvester Lohninger 

Belgium:  Carlo Luyckx 

Denmark:  Dechen Algren Chungyalpa 

Finland:   Anne Ahonen 

France:   Lama Chokyi 

Germany:  Horst Rauprich 

Greece:   Martha Souli 

Holland:  Rager Ossel 

Ireland:   Annie Dibble 

Italy:   Carlo Donini 

Norway:  Flemming Skahjem-Eriksen 

Poland:   Tomasz Szczygielski 

Portugal:  Tsering Paldron 

Russia:   Andrey Chertkov 

Slovenia:  Karma Wangmo 

Spain:   Lama Tsondru 

Sweden:  Rosemary Renshaw 

Switzerland:  Andreas Wyttenbach 

Ukraine:  Maria Vasylieva 

UK:   Lama Zangmo 

Chinese Community in Europe: Grace You 
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